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WESTMORELAND LOCK HOSPITAL. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 15 April 1853 ; —for , 

COPIES “ of all Communications which have passed between the Treasury 
and the Irish Government on the subject of the Grants to Westmore- 
land Lock Hospital, in the City of Dublin , during the Years 1850, 1851, 
1852 and 1853.” 



Whitehall, Treasury Chambers,! 
2C April i8 5 3- j 



JAMES WILSON. 



COPIES of all Communications which have passed between the Treasury and 
tiie Irish Government on the subject of the Grants to Westmoreland Lock 
Hospital, in the City of Dublin, during the Years 1850, 1851, 1852 and 1853. 



[Note . — It does not appear that any correspondence took place on this subject in the 
Years 1850 and 1851.] 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 4 May 1852. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to transmit, for the favourable consi- 
deration of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the enclosed 
Memorial from the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of Dublin, together with 
the return annexed, showing the very great increase of medical and surgical cases 
treated in the city prisons, which appears to arise from the accommodation pre- 
viously afforded by the several hospitals alluded to being now but limited by the 
reduction of the grant. 

His Excellency requests their Lordships’ particular attention to the case of the 
Westmoreland Lock Hospital, which treats those classes of cases in which the 
greatest increase is shown in the return alluded to ; and liis Excellency wishes to 
urge most strongly the impolicy of at all diminishing the grant to that institution, 
as even on the low grounds of economy it is most important, in a garrison-town 
like Dublin, that ample accommodation should lie provided for this class of disease ; 
the loss to the State, not only from soldiers temporarily invalided, but from those 
whose constitutions are permanently enfeebled, being far greater than the amount 
requisite to keep this hospital in a state of efficiency. 

His Excellency would also draw their Lordships’ attention to the expediency, on 
sanitary grounds, in such a town as Dublin, of continuing the grant to Cork-street 
Fever Hospital 

I am, &c. 

Sir Charles E. Trevelyan, k.c.b., (signed) John Wynne. 

&c. &c. &c. 



42 1 . a Sir 
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gj r> Dublin Castle, 15 February 1853. 

In transmitting the accompanying application for the issue of 206 l. 13 s. 4 d., 
the balance of the 1.500/. voted for the Westmoreland Lock Hospital for the 
present year, I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to refer to Mr. Wynne’s letter 
of the 4th May 1852, enclosing a Memorial from the corporation of Dublin, with 
returns showing the very great increase of medical and surgical cases treated in 
the city prisons, which appeared to arise from tho accommodation granted by the 
several hospitals being limited by the reduction of the grants. 

The attention of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury was requested to the 
case of the Westmoreland Lock Hospital, which treated those classes of cases in 
which the greatest increase was shown in the return alluded to ; and the impolicy 
of at all diminishing the grant to that institution was luged, as, “ even on the low 
ground of economy it was most important, in a garrison- town like Dublin, that 
ample accommodation should he provided for this class of disease ; the loss to the 
State, not only from soldiers temporarily invalided, hut from those whose consti- 
tutions are permanently enfeebled, being far greater than the amount requisite to 
keep the hospital in a state of efficiency.” 

The estimate prepared by the Governor of this hospital for 1852-53 provided 
for 80 patients, and amounted to 1,761/. 9 5. 2rf. ; but it was printed previously to 
tbe date of Mr. Wynne’s letter, with the heading, “ Proposed Vote, 1,500/.,” this 
being the sum to he voted under the arrangement for an annual reduction of 
10 per cent. 

The sum actually voted was, as proposed, 1,500 /. ; but on the 30th of June a 
letter: was addressed to the Governors by Mr. Wynne, stating that the Lord 
Lieutenant considered it necessary that accommodation for 80 patients should be 
provided during the year. It appeal’s to have been the intention of tlie late 
Government that the difference between the sum voted and that required for the 
maintenance of this number of patients should be provided for by advances from 
Civil Contingencies. The Governors having, in pursuance of the direction given 
them, raised the number of patients, which had been reduced to 60, to 80, they 
have now applied for an issue of 467 1. 135. 4 d., to make up, with previous issues, 
the sum of 1,761/., the estimated expense of the year. 

His Excellency therefore requests that you will move the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury to direct the issue, from the fund for Civil Contin- 
gencies, of the sum of 261 /., as an advance to the Westmoreland Lock Hospital, 
to be lodged to the credit of the institution in the Bank of Ireland, and to bo 
repaid from the sum to be voted for the hospital for the year 1853- 54. 

It appears to the Lord Lieutenant to be desirable, with reference to economy, 
and to the health and efficiency of the military, that no diminution of tlie Par- 
liamentary Grant to this hospital should take place ; and his Excellency therefore 
recommends that Parliament should be applied to for the grant of 1,750/. (the 
amount voted for 1851-52) for the support of the hospital during the year ending 
31st March 1854, together with the 261 1. required for repayment of the advance 
now applied for. 

The estimates for this and the other charitable institutions will be forwarded in 
the course of a few days, 

I am, &c. 

Sir C. E. Trevelyan, k.c.b., (signed) T. A. Larcovi. 

&e. &c. &c. 



Copy of a Treasury Minute, dated 25th February 1853. 

Write to Major Larcom, and request be will state to his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, in reply to this letter, that my Lords are not aware of any 
expectation having been held out by their predecessors that the grant for the 
Westmoreland Lock Hospital would be aided by an issue out of Civil Contin- 
gencies, 
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gencios, or that any addition would be made to the grant, no such promise being 
recorded in any of the boots of this office. 

Their Lordships are, moreover, strongly of opinion that there are no grounds 
upon which it would be possible for this Board to propose to Parliament to increase 
the grant to this hospital, or to stop the diminution of 10 per cent, now annually 
made, in accordance with the recommendation of the Committee of the House of 
Commons. 



Sir, Dublin Castle, 19 March 1853. 

With reference to Sir C. Trevelyan’s letter of the 28th February, I am directed 
by the Lord Lieutenant to state, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that his Excellency has not been able to trace any 
official promise from the late Treasury Board of an advance from Civil Contin- 
gencies towards the support of the .Westmoreland Lock Hospital during the year 
1852-53, but that an official order was sent from this office on the 30th June 1852, 
requiring the Governor to maintain 80 beds instead of 60, to which number, if the 
annual sum provided were only 1,500 /., it must have been reduced. It appears 
evident, therefore, that there must have been, and bis Excellency is informed that 
there was, an understanding with the Treasury, that the sum voted being only 
1,500/., the balance of 261/. would be provided from Civil Contingencies. Under 
these circumstances his Excellency trusts that, as the hospital accommodation has 
been maintained at 80 beds, by the order of the late Irish Government, their 
Lordships will now order the payment of the 261 1. 

In regard to the future, his Excellency finds the strongest opinion prevailing in 
all quarters that it would be injurious to the health of the city that a reduction 
below 80 beds should take place. 

His Excellency lias consulted botli medical and military authorities of the 
greatest experience and knowledge, of the city and the garrison, on this subject. 
An extract from a medical report of Sir James Pitcairn is enclosed, with two 
returns, showing the prevalence of venereal disease among the troops in the 
garrison of Dublin ; also returns of the number of cases of this disease treated in 
the North and South Dublin Union Workhouses from the 1st January 1850 to the 
1st March 1853. 

Owing to the diminished number received into the Lock Hospital in consequence 
of former reductions, these unfortunate persons find their way into the workhouses, 
where their presence is even more injurious. The Lord Lieutenant has, therefore, 
no hesitation in stating his earnest desire that this hospital be maintained at its 
present limit of 80 beds, at the cost of 1,750/., and be exempted from annual 
reductions hereafter. 

There will then he four hospitals so exempted ; viz., the Richmond, the Hard- 
wicke, and the Whitworth, the value of which is the medical school they afford, 
and the Westmoreland Lock, from its peculiar bearing on this, as the largest 
garrison of the British army at home or in the colonies ; all of them, therefore, 
of general importance to the nation, rather than local Dublin hospitals, in which 
light only reduction was recommended by a Committee of the House of Commons. 

I am, &c. 

James Wilson, Esq., (signed) T. A. Larcom. 

&c. & c. &e. 



Enclosure in Major Larcom’s Letter of 19tli March 1853. 

Extract from the Medical Report of Sir James Pitcairn, Inspector-general of Hospitals, 
dated 10 th May 1852, on tbe State of Health of the Army serving in this Country. 

Venereal disease tends to fill our hospitals, and must continue to do so, unless some 
greater facilities can be provided in tbe public establishments of the country for the cure of 
the diseased prostitute, paralysing the duties of the soldier for many weeks, and often laying 
421. ~ A 2 " d** 
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COMMUNICATIONS ON THE SUBJECT OF THE GRANTS 

the foundation of secondary disease, destroying his efficiency in many instances as a soldier, 
and rendering his future life, when discharged from the service, a burden to himself and the 
public at large. 



2. Return showing the prevalence of Venereal Disease amongst the Troops in the 
Garrison of Dublin, from 1st January 1849 to 31st March 1852. 



PER 



od s. 



From 1 January to 31 March - 
„ l April to 30 June - 
„ 1 July to 30 September - 
„ l October to 31 December 

„ 1 January to 31 March - 
„ 1 April to 30 June - - 

„ l July to 30 September - 
„ 1 October to 31 December 

„ 1 January to 31 March - 
,, 1 April to 30 June - 
1 July to 30 September - 
„ 1 October to 31 December 

„ 1 January to 31 March - 





Average Strength 
of the 

Troops in Dublin. 


Number 

of Venereal Cases 
admitted 
into Hospital. 


Average. 


1849 


6,175 


739 


1 in 8 


. 


5,930 


584 


1 in 10 


. 


5,973 


688 


1 in 8 


» - 


5,874 


503 


1 in 11 


1850 


5,919 


518 


1 in 11 


■ - - 


5,930 


620 


1 in 9 


- 


5,878 


628 


1 in 9 




5,937 


547 


1 in 10 


1851 


5,938 


480 


1 in 12 


- 


5,151 


330 


1 in 15 


- 


5,615 


608 


l in 9 


« ' - 


5,075 


476 


1 in 10 


1852 


5,740 


515 


1 in 11 



Army Medical Office, Dublin, 
22 May 1852. 



(signed) J. Pitcairn, m.d., 

Insp r Gen 1 of Hospitals. 



3. Return showing the Average Strength of the Troops in Dublin, and the Number of 
Admissions into Hospital from Venereal Disease, in Quarterly Periods, during the 
Years 1849, 1860, 1851 and 1852. 



PERIODS EMBRACED, 


Average Strength. 


Admissions. 


1 January to 31 March - 1849 - 


6,175 


739 — 1 in 8$ 


1 April to 30 June - * „ 


5,930 


584—1 in 10-i 


1 July to 30 September „ 


5,973 


688—1 in 8| 


1 October to 31 December „ 


5,874 


503—1 in ll| 


1 January to 31 March - 1850 - 


5,91 


518 — 1 in 11$ 


1 April to 30 June - - „ 


5,930 


620 — 1 in 9 $ 


1 July to 30 September - „ 


5,878 


628 — 1 in 9$ 


1 October to 31 December „ 


5,937 


547—1 in lOf 


1 January to 31 March - 1851 - 


5,938 


480 — 1 in 12§ 


1 April to 30 June - - „ 


5,151 


330—1 in 1 5g 


1 July to 30 September - „ - 


5,615 


608—1 in 91 


1 October to 3 1 December „ 


5,075 


476—1 in 10| 


1 January to 31 March - 1852 - 


5,740 


515 — 1 in 11 


1 April to 30 June - - „ 


6,206 


513—1 in 12^j 


1 July to 30 September - „ 


6,472 


627—1 in 10$ 


1 October to 31 December „ 


6,516 


525—1 in 12§ 



(signed) Joseph W. Macdonnell, m.d., 

16 March 1853. Army Medical Department, Dublin. 



A 
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4. Venereal Cases treated in North Dublin Union Worlthouse, from 1 January L850 
to 1st March 1853. 



Year ended 31 December 1850 

„ „ 1861 

„ „ 1852 

And to l March - - 1853 



Mated. Females, 

57 - - 34 

70 - - 00 

SO - - 65 

11 - - 25 



224 - - 184 



Males - - - 224 

Females - - 184 

408 



(signed) Geo. H. Lindsay, Chairman. 



5, Number of Males and Females admitted into the South Union Workhouse, diseased with 
Syphilis, from the 1st January 1850 to the 4th March 1853. 

Males ----- 134 

Females - - - - 437 

Total - - - 571 



(signed) W. O’Brien, Master. 



Copy of Treasury Minute of 22d March 1853. 

Write to the Under Secretary for Ireland in reply to his letter of the 19th 
instant, and request he will refer the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland to the letter from 
this Board, dated 28tli ultimo, in which my Lords expressed their opinion that they 
would not be justified in proposing to Parliament either to increase the vote for 
the Westmoreland Lock Hospital or to arrest the annual diminution of 10 per 
cent, in the estimate. 

State that with every disposition to accede to propositions coming from Ilis 
Excellency when so urgently pressed on their notice, my Lords are of opinion 
that the grants to the Dublin Hospitals are so exceptional in their character, and 
have been decided by a Committee of the House of Commons to be so objection- 
able in principle, that no Government would be justified in interposing to prevent 
the gradual extinction of the votes in accordance with the often expressed inten- 
tion of the Legislature. Their Lordships think it right, also, to say that they 
consider that the hospital which is now under consideration hears no analogy to 
those to which grants are continued in consideration of their being schools of 
medicine. 
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